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Janice Kamrin

The Procession of 

“Asiatics” at Beni Hasan

Fig. 1. Reconstruction of wall painting of the procession of Aamu. Beni Hasan, Tomb of Khnum hotep II, north wall. Dynasty 12, 

reign of Senwosret II, ca. 1887 – 1878 b.c. 

Fig. 2. Facade of the Tomb of Khnumhotep II 

The Middle Kingdom (ca. 1880 b.c.) tomb 
chapel of Khnumhotep II at Beni Hasan is 
best known for the procession of foreign-
ers in brightly patterned garments depicted 
on its north wall (f ig. 1). This scene has 
appeared numerous times in both scholarly 
and popular contexts, and remains a topic 
of lively debate and discussion. This article 
explores the identity of this group of men, 
women, and children and discusses how 
they might have functioned in both the 
real world and the microcosm of the tomb 
chapel in which they were painted.

Th e  Fa m i ly  a n d  Ca r e e r  oF 

K h n u m ho T e p   i i

The rock-cut sepulcher of Khnum hotep II 
(Tomb 3; f ig. 2) is one of thirty-nine 
Middle Kingdom tombs for the high off i-
cials of the Oryx (16th Upper Egyptian) 

nome carved into the eastern cliffs at the 
Middle Egyptian site of Beni Hasan.1 The 
earliest tombs most likely date to later 
Dynasty 11;2 Khnumhotep II’s monument, 
completed during the reign of the fourth 
king of Dynasty 12, Senwosret II (r. ca. 1887 –  
1878 b.c.), is the last in the series.

In his tomb autobiography,3 Khnum-
hotep II states that he inherited his principal 
titles, Administrator of the Eastern Desert 
( jmj-rA HAswt iAbtt) and Mayor (HAty-a) 
in the town of Menat Khufu,4 from his 
maternal grandfather, Khnumhotep I 
(Tomb 14). Khnumhotep II’s father, Nehri, 
was a Hereditary Prince ( jrj-pat), Mayor, 
Ruler of the New Towns (HqA njwwt mAt), 
and Overseer of the City ( jmj-rA njwt); his 
mother’s name was Bakt. Khnumhotep II 
appears to have been raised at court, no 
doubt due to his family’s status. His princi-
pal wife, Khety, was the daughter of a 
nomarch of the adjacent Jackal (17th Upper 
Egyptian) nome.5 

The title of Administrator of the Eastern 
Desert6 — a post that he was granted in 
Year 19 of Amenemhat II and held until 
at least Year 6 of Senwosret II — has been 
interpret ed by some scholars to indicate 
that Khnumhotep II was in charge of the 
entire Eastern Desert (the area between 
the Nile Valley and the Red Sea), although  
others believe that his purview was more 

geographically limited.7 Rock inscriptions 
and archaeological deposits show clearly 
that the Eastern Desert was crucial for 
hunting, mining, and trade; in addition, it 
was a key point of contact between Egypt 
and its neighbors to the northeast.8 As 
Administrator of the Eastern Desert, there-
fore, Khnum hotep II was, at a minimum, 
directly responsible for prospecting and  
mining activities in the stretch of desert 
between the Oryx nome and the Red Sea, 
and may well have played a role in securing 
Egypt’s northeastern border.

Th e  For e ig n e r s  i n  Tom b  3: 

Con T e x T  a n d  d e s C r i p T ion 

The main chamber of Khnumhotep II’s 
tomb chapel is square, with a triple-vaulted 
ceiling supported by four pillars of living 
rock. Due to its location on the east bank of 
the Nile, the entrance is to the west and the 
cult niche, which contained a rock-cut statue 
of the deceased,9 is in the center of the east 
wall. The two burial shafts cut into the f loor 
of the chamber were robbed in antiquity.10

The walls of the chapel are covered with 
brightly colored scenes and texts in paint 
on plaster. On the entrance wall are images 
of manufacture and food production, as 
well as of a pilgrimage to Abydos. Figures 
of the tomb owner and his wife Khety 
seated at offering tables dominate the south 

wall. On the east wall, Khnumhotep II is 
shown, on one side, f ishing with a harpoon 
and, on the other, bringing down water-
fowl with a throw stick. The north wall 
(f igs. 7, 8) is dominated by two large-scale 
f igures of the tomb owner: on the upper 
left, he hunts wild animals in the desert; 
on the lower right, he receives processions 
of off icials, petitioners, and scribes. The 
foreigners (f ig. 1), who are painted on the 
third register of this wall, are part of the 
scene on the lower right.11
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The procession comprises eight men, four 
women, and three children; their clothing, 
sandals, and hairstyles, as well as the objects 
they carry with them, distinguish them 
clearly as non-Egyptians. The unusual 
nature of this scene, described below; the 
care taken in the rendering of its details; 
and the regnal date provided by an inscrip-
tion within the scene suggest strongly that it 
represents, or at least alludes to, a real event.

The Caption  
Above the scene is a horizontal line of hiero-
glyphs. Although there is disagreement about 
the exact transliteration and translation, this 
can perhaps best be rendered as jjt Hr jnt 

msDm(w)t jn.n.f aAm(w) 37; “Coming on 
account of bringing mesdemet; he brought 37 
Aamu” or “Coming on account of bringing 
mesdemet, which 37 Aamu brought to him.” 12

The fact that there are f ifteen Aamu rep-
resented here,13 rather than the thirty-seven 
mentioned in the caption, is most likely 
an example of the common practice in 
Egyptian art of depicting a smaller group 
as shorthand for a larger one. The number 
of people in the larger group, however, 
is still unclear. Were there thirty-seven  
people altogether, counting men, women, 
and children? Or were there thirty-seven 
men plus their families, so perhaps more 
than one hundred altogether?14 At this 
point, we can draw no f irm conclusion. 
The commodity mentioned in the inscrip-
tion is mesdemet, which can mean either 
black or green eye paint, as well as galena, 
the dark gray lead ore that was the princi-
pal ingredient of most black eye paint, 
and malachite, the mineral used for green 
eye paint.15

The Royal Document Scribe, Neferhotep  
The procession is led by the Royal Docu-
ment Scribe, Neferhotep (sS an nswt nfr-
Htp), who has the dark reddish skin usual 
for an Egyptian male and wears the tra-
ditional off icial garb of a white kilt that 
comes to midcalf. The text on the writing 
board or papyrus that he offers to the large 
standing f igure of Khnumhotep II (f ig. 3) 
reads: rnpt-sp 6 xr Hm n Hr sSm-tAwj nswt-
bjtj xa-xpr-ra rxt n aAmw jn.n sA HAtj-a 
Xnm-Htp Hr msDm(w)t m aAm n Sw rxt-jr 37 
(Year 6 under the Majesty of Horus, Uniter 
of the Two Lands, King of Upper and 
Lower Egypt, Khakheperre [Senwosret II]: 
accounting of the Aamu that the son of 
the Mayor, Khnumhotep, brought because 
of mesdemet; being Aamu of Shu, number 
amounting to 37).16

The Overseer of the Hunters, Khety  
The second Egyptian off icial is named 
Khety. His title, jmj-rA n nww, is usually 
translated as Overseer of the Hunters. 
Sydney Aufrère offers as an alternative 
Superintendent of the Desert Policemen, 
and theorizes that these off icials patrolled 
the deserts, using dogs to help them control 
the nomadic tribes who traveled along the 
fringes of the Nile Valley.17

Abisharie  
Behind Khety is the leader of the Aamu, 
HqA-xAswt jb-SA. The title HqA xAswt 
(ruler of the hill-lands) is familiar in its Hel-
lenized form, Hyksos, most often associated 
with the Levantine princes who conquered 
Egypt at the end of the Middle Kingdom 
(ca. 1650 b.c.). However, this term appears 
at least as early as Dynasty 6, generally 
referring to foreign rulers.18 HqA, written 
with a crook, is commonly translated as 
“ruler”; the hieroglyphic sign rendered as 
xAswt (or smjt) can mean foreign, desert, or 
hill-land, and is thought to symbolize the 
undulating pastureland of the Levant or the 
sandy hills of the desert, in contrast with 
the relatively f lat, cultivated f ields of the 
Nile Valley and Delta. Scholars agree that 
the name of the chieftain, jb-SA (Abisharie 
or Abishai) is of Semitic origin.19

Abisharie wears a brightly colored robe 
(f ig. 4), fringed along the side, that leaves 
one shoulder bare; this is clearly a non-
Egyptian garment, as the Egyptians did 
not use the tapestry technique until 
mid – Dynasty 18, while elaborately woven 
cloth, intricately patterned and colorful 
(most likely of wool), was a specialty of the 
cultures to the northeast, in particular the 
Levant and Mesopotamia.20

Abisharie extends his right hand with 
the palm f lat and facing down, in a gesture 
of respect or submission,21 toward a large 
standing f igure of Khnumhotep II. With 
the other, he uses a short staff to restrain a 
Nubian ibex.22 His staff might be simply a 
shepherd’s tool, but might also be a symbol 
reinforcing his princely status by reiterating 

his title (although it is signif icantly less 
curved than the hieroglyph for HqA). His 
feet are bare. His skin has yellow rather 
than red overtones and is much lighter than 
that of the Egyptian off icials who head the 
procession. Like all the Aamu men, he has 
a short, pointed beard and wavy hair cut 
to the back of the neck. This hairstyle has 
been compared to the “mushroom-head” 
style seen, for example, on the head of a 
large fragmentary statue of a late Middle 
Kingdom Asiatic dignitary found at Tell  
el-Dab‘a; this f igure’s garment was also 
painted in a colorful pattern.23

The Gazelle Tamer  
Behind Abisharie, a second barefoot man, 
in a colorful striped kilt, restrains a dorcas 
gazelle (f ig. 4),24 his right hand on its horns 
and his left grasping a rope that runs around 
the animal’s neck. In current photographs, 
the skin of this man is slightly darker and 
redder than that of his comrades; however, 
earlier facsimiles do not show this, and it is 
clear from the lighter color of the wall, 
which creates a halo effect, that the f igure 
has undergone cleaning. This present skin 
color, then, may be the result of cleaning, 
or perhaps of repainting. A teardrop, col-
ored white and outlined in black, hangs 
from the man’s beard. Further examination 
would be needed to understand the possible 
signif icance of these odd details.

The Bodyguards  
Four men wearing laced sandals,25 dressed 
in one-shouldered tunics that reach to just 
below the knee, some red with gray pat-
terns and the others white, walk behind the 
gazelle tamer. They are depicted in single 
f ile, but might be better interpreted as side 
by side or in a loose group. The f irst man 
holds a composite bow in his visible hand. 
This weapon, far superior to the simpler 
self-bow, made of a single shaft of wood, 
f irst appears in the late Early Bronze Age 
(ca. 2200 b.c.) in western Asia, but was not 
used in Egypt until the New Kingdom.26 
The second man carries a throw stick, Fig. 4. Detail of the procession of Aamu

Fig. 3. Facsimile of the writing board or papyrus from the 

procession of Aamu 
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apparently a typical hunting tool and per-
haps also a military weapon in his culture,27 
and has a bag, most likely a waterskin, 
strapped to his back.

The third man holds a throw stick in one 
hand and a spear in the other; the latter is 
visible in earlier facsimiles but is now dif-
f icult to make out. It would be interesting 
to ascertain whether this is a socketed spear, 
which would suggest a date in the Middle 
Bronze (MB) IIA period. The last man in 
this group turns to look behind him; he 
holds another long spear, whose head is no 
longer easily discernible.

The First Donkey and the Children  
Behind this group is a donkey bearing two 
children and a saddlebag (f ig. 5). Donkeys 
were domesticated in Egypt by at least the 
end of the Predynastic period and used to 
carry loads; however, there is no evidence 
that they were ever ridden by Egyptians.28 
In contrast, Asiatics ride donkeys in both 
Egyptian and Near Eastern records.29

The children seem to be in some sort of 
carrier made of a red material. This car-
rier is strapped with f iber or leather bands 

to the donkey’s back, along with a large 
saddlebag that may hold gear or other sup-
plies. Between the children is an enigmatic 
object that appears to be made of leather, 
accordion folded and held closed with a 
strap (?), and with two handles, perhaps of 
wood or bone, lashed to each end. Some 
scholars have interpreted this object as a 
skin bellows, without explaining exactly 
how it would have worked.30 In fact, its 
shape is not exactly correct for such a tool: 
it has two protrusions on each end, whereas 
bellows would normally have two handles 
but only one outlet pipe.31 However, we 
lack alternatives that can be supported by 
comparanda,32 so until a better identif ication 
can be made for this mysterious object, skin 
bellows must remain a possibility. A third, 
larger child, dressed in a knee-length skirt 
of red cloth and dark red ankle boots with 
white bands on the tops, walks behind the 
donkey, holding a child-size spear. 

The Women  
The next group consists of four women 
(f ig. 6), each with a f illet holding her long 
hair back from her face and wearing a 

shin-length, colorfully patterned garment 
(in three instances covering only one shoul-
der), along with boots. The f irst and last 
women hold one f ist to the chest, in a  
gesture of either greeting or reverence.33 

The Second Donkey  
After the women comes a second donkey, 
with a blanket or bag decorated with red 
zigzags on its back. Strapped to this object is 
a small red bag or pillow, a spare throw 
stick,34 a spear, and a second set of “bellows.”

The Rear Guard  
Behind the donkey is a man in a fringed kilt 
patterned with red chevrons, wearing laced 
sandals and carrying a waterskin on his back. 
As he walks, he plays an asymmetric lyre, a 
distinctively Near Eastern instrument seen 
in Egypt for the f irst time here.35 Bringing 
up the rear is an eighth man in laced sandals 
and a red and white skirt patterned with  
zigzags and fringed at the bottom; he carries 
a compound bow and has a quiver strapped 
to his back. In his right hand he holds a 
duckbilled axe, distinctive of the Levantine 
MB IIA culture.36

d i s C u s s ion

Several questions emerge from our exami-
nation of this scene: Where are these for-
eigners from? Who are they and what do 
they do? What event is illustrated here, and 
what is their role in it? 

In the caption and on the writing board 
carried by the royal off icial, Neferhotep, 
the foreigners are designated as “Aamu.” 
This Semitic loanword, possibly West 
Semitic and perhaps even Amorite, is usu-
ally translated as “Asiatic.” 37 The contexts 
in which this word appears in the Old 
through Middle Kingdom suggest that the 
Egyptians used this as a general term for 
any Semitic-speaking people from east or 
northeast of the Nile Valley, including the 
nomads of the Eastern Desert.38 This iden-
tif ication is reinforced at Beni Hasan, as 
discussed above, by details such as the gar-
ments of the foreign company and the equip-
ment they carry, as well as by the name and 
title of their leader. They can be assigned 
temporally to the MB IIA culture, contem-
porary with Dynasty 12 in Egypt.39

The homeland of these Aamu is still a 
matter of debate. To date, they have been 

Fig. 5. Detail of the 

procession of Aamu 

showing the f irst 

donkey, with an 

enigmatic object on 

its back 

Fig. 6. Detail of the 

procession of Aamu
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identif ied as inhabitants of the Sinai or 
Eastern Desert, southern Palestine, north-
ern Mesopotamia and Syria, and even 
northern Arabia.40 On the writing board, 
they are called “Aamu of Shu.” 41 Shu can 
perhaps be linked with the place name 
Shutu, which appears in the Execration 
Texts,42 and is rendered as R-Swt in the 
Speos Artemidos inscription of Hatshep-
sut.43 It has also been associated with 
“shaddu,” a term found in the Amarna Let-
ters.44 Based on geographical considerations 
and a biblical parallel, Wolfgang Helck 
links Shu with the nomadic tribes of the 
area of Moab in southern Palestine, at the 
southeast corner of the Red Sea.45 Other 
scholars also place Shutu in this general 
area, with some variations.46

Thus the bulk of scholarly opinion places 
the homeland of the Aamu of Shu in the 
southern Levant, more specif ically in the area 
just east of the Jordan River and the Dead 
Sea; however the possibility that these Aamu 
came from the Sinai or the Eastern Desert 
cannot be dismissed.47 In any case, they were 
certainly not Egyptian, and whether they 
were at this point in time living in the East-
ern Desert or farther to the north and east, 
they ref lect the material culture of the Levant 
in the Middle Bronze Age.48

What are the Aamu doing in an Egyptian 
context? A number of scholars think these 
Aamu were traders, part of a caravan com-
ing to Beni Hasan to deliver goods to 
Khnumhotep II.49 William Hayes and others 
have interpreted the group as diplomatic 
envoys or political guests of Khnumho-
tep II.50 In either case, the assumption is 
that they are bringing eye paint or galena, 
either to sell or as a gift. Eye paint had 
practical uses as well as religious overtones, 
and from very early in Egyptian history it is 
listed as one of the essential offerings for 
the mortuary cult, necessary for the resur-
rection of the deceased.51 Galena was mined 
in the Eastern Desert, mainly near the Red 
Sea, and also in the Sinai; malachite is found 
on the surface of copper ore deposits in the 
same general areas. A key source for galena 

during the Middle Kingdom was Gebel Zeit, 
almost due east of Beni Hasan.52 

Since galena and malachite could be 
mined in Egypt, some scholars have ques-
tioned the interpretation of the group as 
traders or envoys bringing these substances 
from afar, passing through a large amount 
of Egyptian territory on the way.53 Hans 
Goedicke also argues that thirty-seven 
people are too many for a trading caravan —
which would not in any case have included 
women and children. He suggests instead 
that the Aamu represent a group of migrant 
workers coming to work and perhaps settle 
in Egypt as galena miners.54 A point he uses 
to support this theory is the presence of 
royal off icials, who he feels are unlikely to 
have come to Middle Egypt just to oversee 
the delivery of eye paint. Instead, they 
might be here as representatives of the cen-
tral administration, sent to chaperone the 
Aamu from the point where they entered 
Egypt to a temporary home in the Oryx 
nome. Goedicke’s translation of the accom-
panying inscriptions leads him to the con-
clusion that Khnumhotep II is here being 
notif ied of this event and taking charge of 
the migrants who will be working under 
his jurisdiction.55 In fact, there is abundant 
evidence that people from western Asia 
were moving into Egypt during this period 
and later.56 Although some of these may 
have been brought as prisoners of war,57 
others were likely voluntary immigrants 
looking for greener pastures.

An alternative scenario, suggested by 
Detlef Franke, is that the scene commemo-
rates an Egyptian galena-mining expedition 
led by Khnumhotep II’s second-eldest son 
with Khety, Khnumhotep III, to the area 
of Gebel Zeit.58 Franke suggests that the 
Aamu represent native desert-dwellers who 
accompanied the expedition to help them 
survive in the hostile desert environment, 
assisting them, for example, to f ind water.59 
In response to Goedicke’s suggestion, one 
notes that the quality of eye paint was of 
great importance to the ancient Egyp-
tians,60 and imported galena was certainly 

used in the New Kingdom, with Asiatics 
among its suppliers.61 Thus, the idea of the 
Aamu as traders or envoys should not be 
dismissed. As for the Aamu as desert 
guides, the presence of women and chil-
dren renders this unlikely.

Another theory is that the Aamu are itin-
erant metalworkers, coming from an area 
where this was a well-established profes-
sion.62 Evidence for this idea could be the 
objects that are carried by the donkeys, if 
these are in fact portable skin bellows of  
the sort used to fan smelting f ires. The con-
nection between metalworking and the 
southern Levant goes back at least into the 
Early Dynastic era (ca. 3100 – 2649 b.c.), and 
analysis of subsistence patterns during the 
early Middle Bronze Age shows that this 
was an important factor in the regional 
economy. During EB II, there is evidence 
that Canaanites settled in the Sinai, most 
likely to exploit the copper mines there.63

If the foreigners are metalworkers, they 
are perhaps bringing new technologies 
with them, along with samples of their 
wares in the form of new types of weapons, 
such as the duckbilled axe. The mesdemet 
that they bring with them could be inter-
preted as galena for metalworking, rather 
than for eye paint. Galena is the main ore 
for lead, and although lead was never 
widely used, small f igures and jewelry, 
along with tools such as net sinkers, were 
made of lead from the Old Kingdom on.64 
Lead can also be used in the casting of cop-
per; the addition of small amounts of this 
metal to a copper alloy facilitates the cast-
ing process by lowering the melting point 
and reducing the porosity of the metal 
without weakening it. There is no specif ic 
archaeological evidence to support this 
interpretation: although the technology of 
adding lead to copper appears in the Middle 
Kingdom, it is not attested on a large scale 
before the New Kingdom.65 A third possi-
bility is that foreign galena with a high sil-
ver content is being imported for use in the 
production of silver, since the silver levels 
in Egyptian galena are generally low.66 In 

regard to this possibility, it is interesting 
to point out a scene on the west wall of 
Tomb 3 that shows an off icial overseeing 
the weighing of precious metals, which 
might include silver.

The lack of a conf irmed identif ication as 
bellows of the enigmatic objects transported 
by the donkeys and the fact that the second 
donkey does not seem to carry an anvil, along 
with the lack of clear evidence for this theory 
in the archaeological record, must call into 
question the interpretation of the Aamu as 
itinerant tinkers. However, the idea remains 
intriguing and should not be discarded.

In summary, although it is certain that they 
came in Year 6 of Senwosret II, along with 
members of the central administration, it is 
diff icult at this point to draw any f irm con-
clusions about the exact role played by the 
Aamu represented here. Perhaps the simplest 
reconstruction is that a group of southern 
Levantine pastoralists, led by their ruler, 
have come to Egypt, bringing high-quality 
galena, either for eye paint or to use in the 
smelting of metal, as a gift to ensure good 
relations with Egypt.67 They might be bring-
ing other gifts as well — one could (very 
tenta tively!) suggest that the two children 
riding the f irst donkey are princes who are 
to be brought up in Egypt,68 as foreign princes 
were during the New Kingdom. The third 
child, who wears a distinctive red kilt that 
matches the carrier in which the younger 
children ride and carries a spear (not a usual 
weapon for a child), could perhaps be an 
older prince or a high-born honor guard.

Th e  a a m u  i n  T h e  Con T e x T  oF  T h e 

“INW ” sC e n e

It is important now to look at the Aamu 
scene in the context of the larger inw 
complex of which it forms a part (f igs. 7, 
8). The focus here is the large f igure of 
Khnum hotep II at the east end of the 
north wall; he is labeled “Watching the 
levying of the cattle tax, consisting of all 
animals: the inw-gifts that were brought 
to him from his towns and his districts 
of the interior of the Oryx nome, and his 
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city.” 69 Khnum hotep II is accompanied 
by three of his dogs, one of his personal 
attendants, and the “son of the Mayor . . . 
Khnumhotep” (his son Khnumhotep III). 
The Aamu occupy one of f ive registers 
associated with this large f igure of the 
tomb owner. In the f irst register (the second 
from the top of the wall), desert animals 
captured in the hunt on the upper and 
western part of the wall are presented to 
the tomb owner by a Scribe of the Offer-
ing Table, Mentuhotep, who holds out a 
document on which various desert animals 
are enumerated,70 paralleling the writing 
board held by Neferhotep. In the second 
register are the Aamu, followed by a f lock 
of cranes and their herder. Directly below, 
another herdsman tends three f locks of 
smaller birds. Also in this register and con-
tinuing in the one below is a procession 
of off icials, each labeled with his name 
and title. Most are overseers or stewards 
of one sort or another, and may be con-
nected with either Khnumhotep II’s off i-
cial or mortuary estates, or both. In the 
f ifth register of this complex of scenes 
(the lowest register on the wall), a group 
of scribes sits at desks, “under” the f igure 

of Khnumhotep II,71 while various types 
of domesticated animals are brought to be 
recorded. Directly in front of the scribes 
are three off icials, one of whom uses a staff 
to restrain a prisoner.

The inw-gifts, perhaps best translated as 
“impost,” 72 are most likely being collected 
by Khnumhotep II on behalf of the royal 
house, whose involvement is indicated by 
the presence of several royal scribes. This 
interpretation is supported by a passage 
from the autobiography in the tomb of the 
last nomarch at Beni Hasan, Ameni, which 
states: “. . . I was praised for it in the king’s 
house in every year of the cattle tax. I deliv-
ered all their dues to the king’s house. . . .” 73 
Thus, the scenes in the aggregate express 
Khnumhotep II’s loyalty to the royal house 
and his successful efforts on behalf of the 
king, enhancing his standing and status as 
an effective noble.74 Since the king is rarely 
shown in tombs of this period,75 Khnum-
hotep II also acts here as a royal delegate, 
receiving inw as if he were the king, analo-
gously with tribute scenes from later periods 
in which the king himself appears.

This scene can be understood on a local 
as well as national level: the goods are being 

provided, perhaps through some sort of 
redistributive mechanism, for the benef it of 
Khnumhotep II as well as for the king. In 
a comparable complex of scenes in Ameni’s 
tomb, a scribe hands the tomb owner a papy-
rus that mentions the pr-Dt (house of eternity, 
that is, the mortuary estate) several times. In 
this context, the processions here echo those 
of servants and off icials who present offerings 
to the tomb owner seen in many tombs from 
the Old Kingdom on. On these levels, both 
part of the terrestrial realm, the Aamu bring 
mesdemet (for eye paint and / or metalworking) 
and desert animals (as greeting gifts and / or 
sacrif icial animals for the cult)76 to the tomb 
owner and, through him, to the king.

Th e  a a m u  i n  T h e  sy m b ol iC  r e a l m

As with many other scenes in the tomb,77 
the signif icance of the Aamu goes beyond 
the terrestrial level discussed above. Dieter 
Kessler, for one, explores the scene’s sym-
bolic meaning, concluding that the entire 
wall, taken with other images in the tomb, 
alludes to the celebration of the New Year’s 
Festival, with Khnumhotep II standing in 
for the Horus-king at his rejuvenation.78 
Whether or not his conclusions can be 

proven, Kessler’s multivalent approach to 
this scene is extremely valuable. 

There is certainly important symbol-
ism both embedded in the Aamu scene 
and expressed through its placement and 
context. As discussed above, the mesdemet 
brought by the Aamu has cultic overtones, 
but more evident at this level of inter-
pretation is the signif icance of the desert 
animals held by the group’s leaders. The 
cultic importance of the gazelle is particu-
larly well documented.79 The remains of 
sacrif iced gazelles — some of which appear 
to have been kept in captivity for a time —
have been found in a number of mortuary 
contexts;80 in the Late and Greco-Roman 
periods, these animals were ritually mum-
mif ied.81 The association of the gazelle with 
the cultures of western Asia is also shown, 
for example, by its appearance in the icon-
ography of the Amorite god Reshef.82 A late 
Dynasty 11 inscription of the vizier Amen-
emhat from Wadi Hammamat illustrates the 
link between gazelles, sacrif ice, and expedi-
tions to the Eastern Desert: during an expe-
dition led by this off icial to search for stone 
for his king’s sarcophagus, a gazelle arrived 
and gave birth on the very stone that had 

Fig. 7. North wall of Tomb of Khnumhotep II Fig. 8. Facsimile of north wall of Tomb of Khnumhotep II 
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been chosen for the lid. This was taken as 
a sign of wonder, and the gazelle was sacri-
f iced. Twenty days later, as the block for the 
lid was being removed, it rained and a well 
appeared in the desert.83 Overall, the sacri-
f ice of wild animals was associated with the 
destruction of the god Seth and the main-
tenance of the proper order of the universe 
(ma’at) over the forces of chaos (isfet).84

In the monumental contexts of tombs and 
temples, foreigners are by nature def ined as 
manifestations of the chaotic powers that 
surrounded and constantly threatened the 
created Egyptian world. Although the real-
ity of the relationships between Egypt and 
its northeastern neighbors was of course a 
complex one,85 until the appearance of trib-
ute scenes in the New Kingdom, Asiatics 
are depicted as enemies of Egypt in the vast 
majority of representations.86 By including 
a group of clearly peaceful Aamu in his 
tomb, Khnumhotep II was making the 
statement that these traditional “enemies” 
had not only been pacif ied, but were par-
ticipating actively in the Egyptian economy 
and cult by bringing products of the desert 
to Khnum hotep II. They not only bring 
mesdemet, but they even help subdue the 
forces of isfet by taming and offering desert 
animals. It is interesting to note that the 
way in which Abisharie holds the ibex, with 
a curved staff around its neck, directly iter-
ates the gesture of one of the off icials in the 
lowest register, who restrains a wrongdoer. 
Thus, the Aamu are no longer completely 
foreign, but, rather, mediate between Egypt 
and the outside world.87 They are even per-
mitted to carry weapons: foreigners bearing 
arms, unless they are part of a battle scene, 
are unusual in Egyptian monumental art.

The procession takes place between the 
complex of scenes showing the tomb owner 
hunting in the desert — symbolizing the tri-
umph of the forces of order over the forces 
of chaos — and the registers with offering-
bearers from the “civilized” world of the 
tomb owner’s estates — where domesticated 
animals were kept and scribes and petition-
ers carried out their business. Although the 

Aamu come from the inhospitable desert, 
they play a part in transforming some of its 
chaos into properly controlled material that 
will benef it Egypt on the local, national, 
and divine planes. Within the larger con-
text of the tomb, the scenes on this wall, 
including those of the Aamu, contribute to 
Khnumhotep II’s successful celebration of 
his mortuary cult and hence to his f lour-
ishing in the eternal afterlife. At the same 
time, he may be seen here as a delegate of 
both the king and the creator god, and as 
such helping to maintain the proper cosmic 
order.88 Through the agency of this effec-
tive royal off icial, the Aamu both concep-
tually and visually bridge the gap between 
the disordered world above and the fully 
ordered world below. 
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relevant sources, see Redford 1992, pp. 76 – 97;  

see also Posener 1956, pp. 145 – 63.

 57. Altenmüller and Moussa 1991.

 58. As an adult, Khnumhotep III held the title 

Doorway / Doorpost of the Foreign Lands, which 

has been interpreted to mean that he was a sort of 

customs off icer, dealing with the delivery of for-

eign peoples and products to the king (Franke 

1991, p. 57 and n. 14; Aufrère 2002, p. 212; Allen 

2008). Franke also suggests that the title sA hAty-a 
Xnm-Htp (Son of the Mayor, Khnum hotep) is 

more likely to refer to Khnumhotep III than to 

Khnumhotep II (Franke 1991, pp. 56 – 60). 

 59. Franke 1991, p. 60.

 60. A late New Kingdom letter, for example, com-

plains of the quality of the galena that has been 

delivered to the palace (cf. Manniche 1999, p. 137 

and n. 31).

 61. Manniche 1999, p. 137. There is apparently no 

archaeological evidence for imported galena 

before early Dynasty 18 (Goedicke 1984, p. 204), 

but the possibility that galena was imported ear-

lier should remain open.

 62. Redford 1992, p. 83.

 63. W. A. Ward 1991.

 64. Scheel 1989, p. 20; see also Ogden 2000, p. 168, 

for certain lead objects.

 65. Ogden 2000, pp. 154ff.

 66. Ibid., p. 170. Ogden also notes that the f irst 

extract ion of silver from lead ores most likely took 

place in western Asia, since argentiferous lead ores 

are more commonly found in this region.

 67. See, for example, the “Tale of Sinuhe,” in which 

the hero, singing the praises of the new king, says: 

“He will not fail to do good to a land that will be 

loyal to him” (Lichtheim 1973, p. 226).

 68. It is interesting to note that Shea, in his analysis 

of the scene, suggests that the f irst group of four 

men are protecting the children and women who 

follow, and that the last two men also guard the 

caravan. He sees the two children on the donkey 

as the central f igures, from a visual and aesthetic 

point of view (Shea 1981, p. 227).

 69. See Newberry 1893a, pl. XXX, for facsimile.

 70. See ibid., pl. XXXVIII, 1, for facsimile.

 71. See the census model from the tomb of Meketre 

in the Egyptian Museum, Cairo ( JE 46724), for a 

three-dimensional rendering of such a scene 

(Tiradritti 1999, pp. 114 – 15).

 72. For the term as “impost,” see Spalinger 1986, 

p. 209; Bleiberg (1984, p. 167) interprets this term 

as a reference to a system in which gifts were 

given to the king by both Egyptians and 

foreigners.

 73. Lichtheim 1988, p. 139. Note that Tomb 2 con-

tains a census scene very similar to this one.

 74. Rabehl 2005; Rabehl 2006, pp. 249 – 50. 

 75. There are, however, exceptions: images of the 

king do appear in several Theban tombs of the 

Middle Kingdom; see Vasiljević 2005.

 76. For animals as greeting gifts, see Staubli 1991, 

p. 33.

 77. See Kamrin 1999.

 78. Kessler has written a number of useful articles 

discussing the importance of addressing different 

levels of meaning in tomb scenes; see, for example, 

Kessler 1987b. On the importance of the symbolic 

levels inherent in Egyptian art, see also Weeks 

1979, O’Connor 1991, and Kamrin 1999, 

pp. 42 – 44, 139ff. (with bibliography).

 79. See, for example, R. H. Wilkinson 2003, p. 138.

 80. Boessneck 1953, p. 27; De Meyer et al. 2005 – 6, 

pp. 67ff.

 81. See Houlihan 1996, p. 66; for an example, see 

CG 29661 (Ikram and Iskander 2002, p. 11).

 82. Cf. Cornelius 1994, p. 53; R. H. Wilkinson 2003, 

p. 127. Note also that this god sometimes holds 

some sort of stringed instrument.

 83. Breasted 1906 – 7, vol. 1, p. 212, § 436, p. 216, 

§ 451.

 84. See, for example, Derchain 1962; Kamrin 1999, 

pp. 83 – 89.

 85. See Tubb and Chapman 1990, pp. 53 – 57; Redford 

1992, pp. 76 – 97.

 86. Giveon 1975; Schulman 1982.

 87. This can perhaps be compared to later sources, in 

which foreigners who perform their sacrif ices in a 

similar fashion to the Greeks are seen to be like 

them, while those who perform their sacrif ices 

differently are seen as “other” (see Nakhai 1993, 

p. 75).

 88. Kamrin 1999, pp. 146ff.
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Boğazköy-Texten 2. Wiesbaden, 
1966. 

Carruba 1967. Onofrio Carruba. 
“Rhyta in den hethitischen Texten.” 
Kadmos 6 (1967), pp. 88 – 97.

Carruba 1974. Onofrio Carruba. 
“Tahurwaili von Hatti und die 
hethitische Geschichte um 1500 v. 
Chr.” In Anatolian Studies Presented 
to Hans Gustav Güterbock on the 
Occasion of His 65th Birthday, edited 
by Kurt Bittel, Ph. H. J. Houwink 
ten Cate, and Erica Reiner, pp. 73 – 93. 
Uitgaven van het Nederlands 
Historisch-Archaeologisch 
Instituut te Istanbul 35. Istanbul, 
1974. 

C. Carter 1988. Charles Carter. 
“Athletic Contests in Hittite 
Religious Festivals.” Journal of Near 
Eastern Studies 47, no. 3 ( July 1988), 
pp. 185 –  87.

R. A. Carter and Philip 2010. 
Robert A. Carter and Graham 
Philip, eds. Beyond the Ubaid: 
Transformation and Integration in the 
Late Prehistoric Societies of the Middle 
East; Papers from: The Ubaid Expan-
sion? Cultural Meaning, Identity and 
the Lead-up to Urbanism; International 
Workshop Held at Gray College, 
University of Durham, 20  – 22 April 
2006. Studies in Ancient Civili-
zation 63. Chicago, 2010.

Castel and Peltenburg 2007. 
Corinne Castel and Edgar 
Peltenburg. “Urbanism on the 
Margins: Third Millennium bc 
Al-Rawda in the Arid Zone of 
Syria.” Antiquity 81 (September 
2007), pp. 601 – 16.

Castillo 2005. Jorge Silva Castillo. 
“Nomadism through the Ages.” In 
A Companion to the Ancient Near 
East, edited by Daniel C. Snell, 
pp. 142 – 56. Oxford, 2005. 

Catling 1964. H. W. Catling. 
Cypriot Bronzework in the Mycenaean 
World. Oxford Monographs on 
Classical Archaeology. Oxford, 1964.

Catling 1973 –  74. H. W. Catling. 
“Archaeology in Greece, 1973 –  74.” 
Archaeological Reports, no. 20 
(1973 –  74), pp. 3 –  41.

Catling 1987  –  88. H. W. Catling. 
“Archaeology in Greece, 1987  –  88.” 
Archaeological Reports, no. 34 
(1987  –  88), pp. 3 –  85.

Caubet 1991. Annie Caubet. 
“Répertoire de la vaisselle de 
pierre: Ougarit, 1929  – 1988.” In 
Arts et industries de la pierre, edited 
by Marguerite Yon, pp. 205 –  64. 
Ras Shamra-Ougarit 6. Éditions 
Recherche sur les civilisations. 
Paris, 1991. 

Caubet 1998. Annie Caubet. “The 
International Style: A Point of 
View from the Levant and Syria.” 
In Cline and Harris-Cline 1998, 
pp. 105 – 13.

Caubet 1999. Annie Caubet. 
“Chantres et devins: Deux cas de 
pratiques de la musique à Ougarit.” 
In “Schnittpunkt” Ugarit, edited by 
Manfred Kropp and Andreas 
Wagner, pp. 9  – 29. Frankfurt am 
Main, 1999. 

Caubet forthcoming. Annie 
Caubet. “Considérations sur des 
gobelets de faïence à visage 
féminins.” In Hommage à Leila 
Badre, edited by Pierre Bordreuil, 
F. Briquel-Chatonnet, E. Capet, 
Eric Gubel, and C. Roche. 
Forthcoming.

Caubet and Gaborit-Chopin 
2004. Annie Caubet and Danielle 
Gaborit-Chopin. Ivoires de l’Orient 
ancien aux temps modernes. Exh. cat. 
Musée du Louvre, Paris. Paris, 2004.

Caubet and Poplin 1987. Annie 
Caubet and François Poplin. “Les 
objets de matière dure animale: 
Étude de matériau.” In Le centre de 
la ville, 38e –  40e campagnes (1978 – 1984), 
edited by Marguerite Yon, pp. 273 – 
306. Ras Shamra-Ougarit 3 
(mémoire 72). Éditions Recherche 
sur les civilisations. Paris, 1987. 

Caubet and Poplin 1992. Annie 
Caubet and François Poplin. “La 
place des ivoires d’Ougarit dans 
la production du Proche Orient 
ancien.” In Ivory in Greece and the 
Eastern Mediterranean from the 
Bronze Age to the Hellenistic Period, 
edited by J. Lesley Fitton, pp. 91 – 100. 
Occasional Paper (British Museum) 
85. London, 1992.

Caubet and Poplin 2010. Annie 
Caubet and François Poplin. 
“Réf lexions sur la question de 
l’éléphant syrien.” In Dur-Katlimmu 
2008 and Beyond, edited by Hartmut 
Kühne, pp. 1 – 9. Studia Chaburensia 
1. Wiesbaden, 2010.

Caubet and Yon 1996. Annie 
Caubet and Marguerite Yon. “Le 
mobilier d’Ougarit (d’après les 
travaux récents).” In The Furniture 
of Western Asia, Ancient and 
Traditional: Papers of the Conference 
Held at the Institute of Archaeology, 
University College London, June 28 to 
30, 1993, edited by Georgina 

Herrmann, pp. 61 –  72. Mainz am 
Rhein, 1996.

Cecchini, Mazzoni, and 
Scigliuzzo 2009. Serena Maria 
Cecchini, Stefania Mazzoni, and 
Elena Scigliuzzo, eds. Syrian and 
Phoenician Ivories of the Early First 
Millennium bce: Chronology, Regional 
Styles and Iconographic Repertories, 
Patterns of Inter-Regional Distributions. 
Ricerche di archeologia del Vicino 
Oriente 3. Acts of the International 
Workshop held December 9  – 11, 
2004, in the Aula Magna Storica, 
Palazzo La Sapienza, Università 
degli Studi di Pisa. Pisa, 2009.

Chapman 1997. Rupert Chapman. 
“Weapons and Warfare.” In Oxford 
Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the 
Near East, edited by Eric M. Myers, 
vol. 5, pp. 334 – 39. New York, 1997. 

Charaf 2004. Hanan Charaf. “An 
Assessment of the Continuity and 
Change in the LBI Pottery at Tell 
Arqa, Lebanon.” Ägypten und 
Levante 14 (2004), pp. 231 –  48.

Charpin 1988. Dominique 
Charpin. “Les représentants de 
Mari à Babylone.” In Archives 
épistolaires de Mari, I / 2, edited 
by Dominique Charpin et al., 
pp. 139  – 205. Archives royales 
de Mari 26  / 2. Paris, 1988.

Charpin 2004. Dominique 
Charpin. “Histoire politique du 
Proche-Orient Amorrite (2002 – 
1595).” In Mesopotamien: Die 
altbabylonische Zeit, edited by Pascal 
Attinger, Walther Sallaberger, 
and Markus Wäf ler, pp. 25 –  480. 
Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis 160, 
Annäherungen 4. Fribourg and 
Göttingen, 2004.

Charpin 2008. Dominique 
Charpin. “Les archives de l’époque 
amorrite.” In Supplément au Diction-
naire de la Bible, nos. 77  –  78, 
pp. 233 –  48. Paris, 2008.

Charpin and Ziegler 2003. 
Dominique Charpin and Nele 
Ziegler. Florilegium Marianum V: 
Mari et le Proche-Orient à l’époque 
amorrite. Essai d’histoire politique. 
Mémoires de Nouvelles Assyrio lo-
giques Brèves et Utiliaires 6. Paris, 
2003. 

Clark 1986. Grahame Clark. 
Symbols of Excellence: Precious 
Materials as Expressions of Status. 
Cambridge, 1986.

Cline 1987. Eric H. Cline. 
“Amenhotep III and the Aegean: 
A Reassessment of Egypto-Aegean 
Relations in the 14th Century bc.” 
Orientalia, n.s., 56, no. 1 (1987), 
pp. 1 – 36.

Cline 1990. Eric H. Cline. “An 
Unpublished Amenhotep III 
Faience Plaque from Mycenae.” 
Journal of the American Oriental 
Society 110, no. 2 (April – June 1990), 
pp. 200  – 212.

Cline 1991a. Eric H. Cline. 
“Hittite Objects in the Bronze 
Age Aegean.” Anatolian Studies 41 
(1991), pp. 133 –  43.

Cline 1991b. Eric H. Cline. “A 
Possible Hittite Embargo against 
the Mycenaeans.” Historia: Zeitschrift 
für alte Geschichte 40 (1991), pp. 1 – 9.

Cline 1994. Eric H. Cline. Sailing 
the Wine-Dark Sea: International 
Trade and the Late Bronze Age 
Aegean. Bar International Series 591. 
Oxford, 1994. [Reprint ed., 2009.]

Cline 1995. Eric H. Cline. “‘My 
Brother, My Son’: Rulership and 
Trade between the LBA Aegean, 
Egypt and the Near East.” In The 
Role of the Ruler in the Prehistoric 
Aegean: Proceedings of a Panel 
Discussion Presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Archaeological Institute 
of America, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
28 December 1992, with Additions, 
edited by Paul Rehak, pp. 143 – 50. 
Aegaeum 11. Liège, 1995. 

Cline 1996. Eric H. Cline. 
“Aššuwa and the Achaeans: The 
‘Mycenaean’ Sword at Hattušas and 
Its Possible Implications.” Annual of 
the British School at Athens 91 (1996), 
pp. 137  – 51.

Cline 1997. Eric H. Cline. 
“Achilles in Anatolia: Myth, 
History, and the Aššuwa Rebellion.” 
In Crossing Boundaries and Linking 
Horizons: Studies in Honor of Michael 
Astour on His 80th Birthday, edited 
by Gordon D. Young, Mark W. 
Chavalas, and Richard E. Averbeck, 
pp. 189  – 210. Bethesda, Md., 1997. 

Cline 1998a. Eric H. Cline. 
“Amenhotep III, the Aegean and 
Anatolia.” In Amenhotep III: 
Perspectives on His Reign, edited by 
David B. O’Connor and Eric H. 
Cline, pp. 236  – 50. Ann Arbor, 
1998.

Cline 1998b. Eric H. Cline. “Rich 
beyond the Dreams of Avaris: Tell 
el-Dab‘a and the Aegean World. A 
Guide for the Perplexed.” Annual of 
the British School at Athens 93 (1998), 
pp. 199  – 219.

Cline 1999a. Eric H. Cline. “Coals 
to Newcastle, Wallbrackets to 
Tiryns: Irrationality, Gift Exchange, 
and Distance Value.” In Betancourt 
et al. 1999, vol. 1, pp. 119  – 23.

Cline 1999b. Eric H. Cline. “The 
Nature of the Economic Relations 
of Crete with Egypt and the Near 

East during the Bronze Age.” In 
From Minoan Farmers to Roman 
Traders: Sidelights on the Economy of 
Ancient Crete, edited by Angelos 
Chaniotis, pp. 115 –  43. Munich, 1999.

Cline 2005. Eric H. Cline. “The 
Multivalent Nature of Imported 
Objects in the Ancient Mediterranean 
World.” In Laff ineur and Greco 
2005, vol. 1, pp. 45 – 51.

Cline 2010. Eric H. Cline. “Bronze 
Age Interactions between the Aegean 
and the Eastern Mediterranean 
Revisited: Mainstream, Periphery, 
or Margin?” In Archaic State Inter-
action: The Eastern Mediterranean in 
the Bronze Age, edited by William A. 
Parkinson and Michael L. Galaty, 
pp. 161 –  80. Santa Fe, 2010. 

Cline and Harris-Cline 1998. Eric 
H. Cline and Diane Harris-Cline, 
eds. The Aegean and the Orient in 
the Second Millennium: Proceedings 
of the 50th Anniversary Symposium, 
Cincinnati, 18 – 20 April 1997. 
Aegaeum 18. Liège and Austin, 
1998. 

Cline and Stannish 2011. Eric H. 
Cline and Steven M. Stannish. 
“Sailing the Great Green Sea? 
Amenhotep III’s ‘Aegean List’ from 
Kom el-Hetan, Once More.” Journal 
of Ancient Egyptian Interconnections 3, 
no. 2 (2011), pp. 6  – 16.

Cline and Yasur-Landau 2007. 
Eric H. Cline and Assaf Yasur-
Landau. “Poetry in Motion: 
Canaanite Rulership and Aegean 
Narrative at Kabri.” In Epos: 
Reconsidering Greek Epic and Aegean 
Bronze Age Archaeology; Proceedings 
of the 11th International Aegean 
Conference /11e Rencontre Égéenne 
Internationale, Los Angeles, UCLA, 
the J. Paul Getty Villa, 20  – 23 April 
2006, edited by Sarah P. Morris and 
Robert Laff ineur, pp. 157  –  65. 
Aegaeum 28. Liège and Austin, 2007.

Cline, Yasur-Landau, and 
Goshen 2011. Eric H. Cline, Assaf 
Yasur-Landau, and Nurith Goshen. 
“New Fragments of Aegean-Style 
Painted Plaster from Tel Kabri, 
Israel.” American Journal of Archaeology 
115, no. 2 (April 2011), pp. 245 –  61.

Clutton-Brock 1987. Juliet 
Clutton-Brock. A Natural History of 
Domesticated Animals. Cambridge, 
1987.

Cluzan, Mouliérac, and Bounni 
1993. Sophie Cluzan, Jeanne 
Mouliérac, and Adnan Bounni, 
eds. Syrie: Mémoire et civilisation. 
Exh. cat. Institut du Monde Arabe, 
Paris; 1993 – 94. Paris, 1993.

Cohen-Weinberger and Goren 
2004. Anat Cohen-Weinberger and 



Cultures in Contact Bibliography328 329

Yuval Goren. “Levantine-Egyptian 
Interactions during the 12th to the 
15th Dynasties Based on the 
Petrography of the Canaanite 
Pottery from Tell el-Dab‘a.” 
Ägypten und Levante 14 (2004), 
pp. 69  – 100.

Colburn 2008. Cynthia S. 
Colburn. “Exotica and the Early 
Minoan Elite: Eastern Imports in 
Prepalatial Crete.” American Journal 
of Archaeology 112, no. 2 (April 2008), 
pp. 203 – 24.

Coldstream 1972. John Nicolas 
Coldstream. “Deposits of Pottery 
from the Settlement.” In Kythera: 
Excavations and Studies; Conducted 
by the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum and the British School at 
Athens, edited by John Nicolas 
Coldstream and George Leonard 
Huxley, pp. 77  – 204. London, 1972.

Collins 1995. Billie Jean Collins. 
“Ritual Meals in the Hittite Cult.” 
In Ancient Magic and Ritual Power, 
edited by Marvin Meyer and Paul 
Mirecki, pp. 77  – 92. Religions in 
the Graeco-Roman World 129. 
Leiden, 1995. 

Collins 2004. Billie Jean Collins. 
“A Channel to the Underworld in 
Syria.” Near Eastern Archaeology 67, 
no. 1 (March 2004), pp. 54 – 56.

Collon 1975. Dominique Collon. 
The Seal Impressions from Tell Atchana /
Alalakh. Alter Orient und Altes 
Testament 27. Kevelaer, 1975.

Collon 1977. Dominique Collon. 
“Ivory.” Iraq 39 (1977), pp. 219  – 22.

Collon 1981. Dominique Collon. 
“The Aleppo Workshop: A Seal-
Cutters’ Workshop in Syria in the 
Second Half of the Eighteenth 
Century b.c.” Ugarit-Forschungen 13 
(1981), pp. 33 –  43.

Collon 1982. Dominique Collon. 
“Some Bucket Handles.” Iraq 44, 
no. 1 (Spring 1982), pp. 95 – 101.

Collon 1987. Dominique Collon. 
First Impressions: Cylinder Seals in the 
Ancient Near East. London, 1987. 
[Rev. ed., 2005.]

Collon 2000. Dominique Collon. 
“Syrian Glyptic and the Thera Wall 
Paintings.” In S. Sherratt 2000, 
vol. 1, pp. 283 – 94.

Collon 2006. Dominique Collon. 
“Seal Report from the 2006 
Excavation Season.” Unpublished 
report, excavation archives, 2006. 

Collon 2010. Dominique Collon. 
“Report on the Seals and Sealings 
Found at Tell Atchana (Alalakh) 
during the 2003 Season of 
Excavation.” In Yener 2010, 
pp. 89  – 97. 

Collon et al. 1975. Dominique 
Collon, C. Otte, M. Otte, and 
A. Zaqzouq. Sondages au f lanc sud du 
tell de Qala’at el Mudiq: Néolithique, 
chalcolithique, bronze ancien, 1970, 
1972, 1973. Fouilles d’Apamée de 
Syrie, Miscellanea 11. Brussels, 1975.

J. Cooper 1972. Jerrold S. Cooper. 
“Bilinguals from Boğazköy. II.” 
Zeitschrift für Assyriologie und vorder-
asiatische Archäologie 62, no. 1 (1972), 
pp. 62 –  81.

L. Cooper 2006. Lisa Cooper. 
Early Urbanism on the Syrian 
Euphrates. London, 2006.

Cornelius 1994. Izak Cornelius. 
The Iconography of the Canaanite 
Gods Reshef and Ba‘al: Late Bronze 
and Iron Age I Periods (c. 1500     –1000 bce). 
Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis 140. 
Fribourg and Göttingen, 1994.

Cornelius 2004. Izak Cornelius. 
The Many Faces of the Goddess: The 
Iconography of the Syro-Palestinian 
Goddesses Anat, Astarte, Qedeshet, 
and Asherah, c. 1500  – 1000 bce. 
Fribourg and Göttingen, 2004.

Courtois 1969. Jean-Claude 
Courtois. “La Maison du prêtre 
aux modèles de poumon et de foies 
d’Ugarit.” In Ugaritica VI: Publié à 
l’occasion de la XXXe campagne de 
fouilles à Ras Shamra (1968), edited 
by Claude Frédéric-Armand 
Schaeffer, pp. 91 – 119. Mission 
de Ras Shamra 17. Paris, 1969.

Courtois 1973. Jean-Claude 
Courtois. “Prospection archéo-
logique dans la moyenne vallée de 
l’Oronte (El-Ghab et Er Roudj. 
Syrie du Nord-Ouest).” Syria 50 
(1973), pp. 53 – 99.

Couser, C. A. Ward, and 
Vosmer 2009. Patrick Couser, 
Cheryl A. Ward, and Tom Vosmer. 
“Hypothetical Reconstruction of 
an Ancient Egyptian Sea-Going 
Vessel from the Reign of 
Hatshepsut, 1500 bce.” In Historic 
Ships: The Royal Institution of Naval 
Architects, 19  – 20 November 2009, 
pp. 86  – 139. London, 2009. 

Cross 1980. Frank Moore Cross. 
“Newly Found Inscriptions in Old 
Canaanite and Early Phoenician 
Scripts.” Bulletin of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research, no. 238 
(April 1980), pp. 1 – 20.

Crowley 1989. Janice L. Crowley. 
The Aegean and the East: An Investi-
gation into the Transference of Artistic 
Motifs between the Aegean, Egypt, 
and the Near East in the Bronze Age. 
Jonsered, 1989.

Culican and McClellan 1983 –  84. 
William Culican and Thomas L. 
McClellan. “El-Qitar: First Season 

of Excavations, 1982 –  83.” Abr-
Nahrain 22 (1983 –  84), pp. 29  –  63.

Czerny et al. 2006. Ernst Czerny, 
Irmgard Hein, Hermann Hunger, 
Dagmar Melman, and Angela 
Schwab, eds. Timelines: Studies in 
Honour of Manfred Bietak. 3 vols. 
Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 
149. Leuven, 2006. 

Dalfes, Kukla, and Weiss 1997. 
Hasan Nühzet Dalfes, George 
Kukla, and Harvey Weiss, eds. 
Third Millennium bc Climate Change 
and Old World Collapse. Proceedings 
of a conference held at Kemer, 
Turkey, September 19  – 24, 1994. 
NATO Advanced Science Institute 
Series, Global Environmental 
Change 49. Berlin, 1997.

Damrosch 2003. David Damrosch. 
What Is World Literature? Princeton, 
N.J., 2003.

Damrosch 2004. David Damrosch, 
ed. The Longman Anthology of World 
Literature. Vol. A, The Ancient 
World. New York, 2004.

von Dassow 2008. Eva von 
Dassow. State and Society in the Late 
Bronze Age: Alalah

˘
 under the Mittani 

Empire. Edited by David I. Owen 
and Gernot Wilhelm. Studies on 
the Civilization and Culture of 
Nuzi and the Hurrians 17. 
Bethesda, Md., 2008.

Daston 2004. Lorraine Daston, ed. 
Things That Talk: Object Lessons from 
Art and Science. Brooklyn and 
Cambridge, Mass., 2004.

Davaras 1976. Costis Davaras. 
Guide to Cretan Antiquities. Park 
Ridge, N.J., 1976. 

Davaras and Betancourt 2004. 
Costis Davaras and Philip P. 
Betancourt. The Hagia Photia 
Cemetery I: The Tomb Groups and 
Architecture. Prehistory Monographs 
14. Philadelphia, 2004.

Davies (Nina M.) 1936. Nina M. 
Davies, with Alan H. Gardiner. 
Ancient Egyptian Paintings. 3 vols. 
Oriental Institute Special 
Publication. Chicago, 1936.

Davies (Norman de Garis) 1943. 
Norman de Garis Davies. The Tomb 
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In STĒLĒ: Mnēmē N. M. Kontoleontos 
(STELE: Papers in Memory of 
N. M. Kondoleon), pp. 117  – 24. 
Athens, 1980. 

Doumas 1985. Christos G. Doumas. 
“Conventions artistiques à Théra 
et dans la Méditerranée orientale 
à l’époque préhistorique.” In 
L’iconographie minoenne: Actes de la 
Table Ronde d’Athènes (21 – 22 avril 
1983), edited by Pascal Darque and 
Jean-Claude Poursat, pp. 29  – 34. 
Bulletin de correspondance 
hellénique, suppl. 11. Athens and 
Paris, 1985. 

Doumas 1987. Christos G. 
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ābūr.” In Die 

rezente Umwelt von Tall Šēh
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Boğazköy-H

˘
attuša 19. Mainz am 

Rhein, 2005. 

Herrmann 1992. Georgina 
Herrmann. “The Nimrud Ivories, 
2: A Survey of the Traditions.” In 
Von Uruk nach Tuttul: Eine Festschrift 
für Eva Strommenger; Studien und 
Aufsätzen von Kollegen und Freunden, 
edited by Barthel Hrouda et al., 
pp. 65 –  79. Munich, 1992.



Cultures in Contact Bibliography334 335

Herrmann and Laidlaw 2009. 
Georgina Herrmann and Stuart 
Laidlaw, with Helena Coffey. 
Ivories from the North West Palace 
(1845 – 1992). Ivories from Nimrud 6. 
London, 2009.

Herzog 1985. Ze’ev Herzog. Das 
Stadttor in Israel und in der Nachbar-
ländern. Mainz am Rhein, 1985.

Herzog 1997. Ze’ev Herzog. 
Archaeology of the City: Urban 
Planning in Ancient Israel and Its 
Social Implications. Tel Aviv, 1997.

Hickmann 1956. Hans Hickmann. 
Musicologie pharaonique: Études sur 
l’évolution de l’art musical dans l’Égypt 
ancienne. Kehl, 1956.

Higginbotham 2000. Carolyn R. 
Higginbotham. Egyptianization and 
Elite Emulation in Ramesside Palestine: 
Governance and Accommodation on the 
Imperial Periphery. Culture and 
History of the Ancient Near East 2. 
Leiden, 2000.

Hill, Jacobsen, and Delougaz 
1990. Harold D. Hill, Thorkild 
Jacobsen, and Pinhas Delougaz. 
Old Babylonian Public Buildings in 
the Diyala Region. University of 
Chicago Oriental Institute 
Publications 98. Chicago, 1990.

Hirsch 1977. Ethel S. Hirsch. 
Painted Decoration on the Floors of 
Bronze Age Structures on Crete and 
the Greek Mainland. Studies in 
Mediterranean Archaeology 53. 
Göteborg, 1977.

Hirschfeld 2010. Nicolle 
Hirschfeld. “INA in Depth.” INA 
Quarterly (Institute of Nautical 
Archaeology) 37, nos. 2 – 3 
(Summer – Fall 2010), p. 30.

Hoffmann 1961. Herbert 
Hoffmann. “The Persian Origin of 
Attic Rhyta.” Antike Kunst 4, no. 1 
(1961), pp. 21 – 26.

Hoffmeier 1996. James K. 
Hoffmeier. Israel in Egypt: The 
Evidence for the Authenticity of the 
Exodus Tradition. New York, 1996.

Hoffner 1988. Harry A. Hoffner Jr. 
“A Scene in the Realm of the 
Dead.” In A Scientific Humanist: 
Studies in Memory of Abraham Sachs, 
edited by Erle Leichty, Maria deJ. 
Ellis, and Pamela Gerardi, pp. 191 – 99. 
Occasional Publications of the 
Samuel Noah Kramer Fund 9. 
Philadelphia, 1988. 

Hoffner 1992. Harry A. Hoffner Jr. 
“Syrian Cultural Inf luence in H

˘
atti.” 

In New Horizons in the Study of 
Ancient Syria, edited by Mark W. 
Chavalas and John L. Hayes, 
pp. 89  – 106. Bibliotheca Meso po-
tamica 25. Malibu, 1992. 

Hoffner 1993. Harry A. Hoffner Jr. 
“Akkadian šumma immeru Texts and 
Their Hurro-Hittite Counterparts.” 
In The Tablet and the Scroll: Near 
Eastern Studies in Honor of William W. 
Hallo, edited by Mark E. Cohen, 
Daniel C. Snell, and David B. 
Weisberg, pp. 116  – 19. Bethesda, 
Md., 1993. 

Hoffner 1998a. Harry A. Hoffner 
Jr. Hittite Myths. Edited by Gary M. 
Beckman. 2nd ed. Writings from 
the Ancient World 2. Atlanta, 1998.

Hoffner 1998b. Harry A. Hoffner 
Jr. “Hurrian Civilization from a 
Hittite Perspective.” In Urkesh and 
the Hurrians: A Volume in Honor of 
Lloyd Cotsen, edited by Giorgio 
Buccellati and Marilyn Kelly-
Buccellati, pp. 167  – 200. Urkesh /
Mozan Studies 3. Bibliotheca 
Mesopotamica 26. Malibu, 1998. 

Hoffner 2009. Harry A. Hoffner Jr. 
Letters from the Hittite Kingdom. 
Edited by Gary M. Beckman. 2nd 
ed. Writings from the Ancient 
World 15. Atlanta, 2009.

Höflmayer 2007. F. Höf lmayer. 
“Ägyptische Skarabäen auf Kreta 
und ihre Bedeutung für die 
absolute Chronologie der 
minoischen Altpalastzeit (MM IB –
MM IIB).” Ägypten und Levante 17 
(2007), pp. 107  – 25. 

Hofmann 1974. Inge Hofmann. 
“Die Artzugehörigkeit des syrischen 
Elefanten.” Säugetierkundliche 
Mitteilungen 22 (1974), pp. 225 – 32.

Holy Land 1986. Treasures of the 
Holy Land: Ancient Art from the Israel 
Museum. Exh. cat. The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York; Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art; 
and Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; 
1986  –  88. New York, 1986.

Hood 1971. Sinclair F. Hood. 
“An Early Helladic Import at 
Knossos and Anatolian 
Connections.” In Mélanges de 
préhistoire d’archéocivilisation et 
d’ethnologie offerts à André Varagnac, 
edited by Gabriel Marcel, 
pp. 427  – 36. Paris, 1971.

Hood 2000. Sinclair F. Hood. 
“Crete, Syria and Egypt.” In 
Karetsou 2000, pp. 21 – 23.

Hood 2005. Sinclair F. Hood. 
“Dating the Knossos Frescoes.” In 
Aegean Wall Painting: A Tribute to 
Mark Cameron, edited by Lyvia 
Morgan, pp. 45 –  81. British School 
at Athens Studies 13. London, 2005. 

Hood and Cadogan 2011. 
Sinclair F. Hood and Gerald Cadogan. 
Knossos Excavations, 1957  – 1961: 
Early Minoan. Supplementary 

volume (British School at Athens) 
46. London, 2011. 

Hooijer 1978. D. A. Hooijer. “The 
Indian Elephant at Bronze Age Ras 
Shamra, Ugarit.” Ugaritica 7 (1978), 
pp. 187  –  89.

Hooker 1994. J. T. Hooker. 
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ābūr-
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30. Wiesbaden, 1985.

Starr 1937. Richard F. S. Starr. 
Nuzi: Report on the Excavation at 
Yorghan Tepa near Kirkuk, Iraq, 
1927  – 1931. Vol. 2, Plates and Plans. 
Cambridge, Mass., 1937.

Starr 1939. Richard F. S. Starr. 
Nuzi: Report on the Excavation at 
Yorghan Tepa near Kirkuk, Iraq, 
1927  – 1931. Vol. 1, Text. Cambridge, 
Mass., 1939.

Staubli 1991. Thomas Staubli. Das 
Image der Nomaden im Alten Israel 
und in der Ikonographie seiner 
sesshaften Nachbarn. Orbis Biblicus 
et Orientalis 107. Fribourg and 
Göttingen, 1991.

Steible and Behrens 1982. Horst 
Steible and Hermann Behrens. 
Die Altsumerischen Bau- und 
Weihinschriften. 2 vols. Freiburger 
altorientalische Studien 5. 
Wiesbaden, 1982.

D. L. Stein 1984. Diana L. Stein. 
“Khabur Ware and Nuzi Ware: 
Their Origin, Relationship and 
Signif icance.” Assur 4, no. 1 (1984), 
pp. 1 –  65.

D. L. Stein 1997. Diana L. Stein. 
“Alalakh.” In The Oxford Ency clo pe-
dia of Archaeology in the Near East, 
edited by Eric M. Meyers, vol. 1, 
pp. 55 – 59. New York, 1997. 

D. L. Stein 2009. Diana L. Stein. 
“Winged Disks and Sacred Trees at 
Nuzi: An Altered Perspective on 
Two Imperial Motifs.” In General 
Studies and Excavations at Nuzi 11 / 2 
in Honor of David I. Owen on the 
Occasion of His 65th Birthday, 
October 28, 2005, edited by Gernot 
Wilhelm, pp. 573 –  603. Studies on 

the Civi li za tion and Culture of 
Nuzi and the Hurrians 18. 
Bethesda, Md., 2009. 

G. Stein 1999. Gil Stein. 
Rethinking World-Systems: Diasporas, 
Colonies and Interaction in Uruk 
Mesopotamia. Tucson, 1999.

G. Stein 2002. Gil Stein. “From 
Passive Periphery to Active Agents: 
Emerging Perspectives in the 
Archaeology of Interregional 
Interaction.” American Anthropologist 
104, no. 3 (September 2002), 
pp. 903 – 16.

Steinkeller 2005. Piotr Steinkeller. 
“Of Stars and Men: The Concep-
tual and Mythological Setup of 
Babylonian Extispicy.” In Biblical 
and Oriental Essays in Memory of 
William L. Moran, edited by 
Agustinus Gianto, pp. 11 –  47. 
Biblica et Orientalia 48. Rome, 2005.

Stos 2009. Zofia A. Stos. “Across 
the Wine Dark Seas . . . Sailor 
Tinkers and Royal Cargoes in 
the Late Bronze Age Eastern 
Mediterranean.” In From Mine 
to Microscope: Advances in the Study 
of Ancient Technology, edited by 
Andrew J. Shortland, Ian C. 
Freestone, and Thilo Rehren, 
pp. 163 –  80. Oxford, 2009. 

Stos and Gale 2006. Zofia A. Stos 
and Noël H. Gale. “Appendix C: 
Lead Isotope and Chemical Analyses 
of Slags from Chrysokamino.” In 
The Chrysokamino Metallurgy 
Workshop and Its Territory, by 
Philip P. Betancourt, with contri-
butions by Eleni A. Armpis et al., 
pp. 299  – 319. Hesperia, Supplement 
36. Princeton, N.J., 2006. 

Stos-Gale and Gale 1992. Zofia 
A. Stos-Gale and Noël H. Gale. 
“New Light on the Provenience of 
the Copper Oxhide Ingots Found 
on Sardinia.” In Sardinia in the 
Mediterranean: A Footprint in the Sea; 
Studies in Sardinian Archaeology 
Presented to Miriam S. Balmuth, 
edited by Robert H. Tykot and 
Tamsey K. Andrews, pp. 317  –  46. 
Sheff ield, 1992. 

Stos-Gale and MacDonald 1991. 
Zofia A. Stos-Gale and Colin F. 
MacDonald. “Sources of Metals 
and Trade in the Bronze Age 
Aegean.” In Bronze Age Trade in the 
Mediterranean: Papers Presented at the 
Conference Held at Rewley House, 
Oxford, in December 1989, pp. 249  –  88. 
Studies in Mediterranean 
Archaeology 90. Jonsered, 1991.

Streck 2000. Michael P. Streck. 
Das amurritische Onomastikon der alt-
babylonischen Zeit. Alter Orient und 
Altes Testament 271. Münster, 
2000. 

Süel 2008. Mustafa Süel. Bir Hitit 
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